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velopment was not normal.3   These kinds of difficulties in-
dicate the need for expert diagnosis and therapy.
Contrary to popular beliefs the black sheep in a family
may not have been born black. He may have acquired his
unsavory reputation as a result of poor ways of meeting
situations which had their roots in the preschool or school
years. One nine-year-old boy with an intelligence quotient
of 135 was rapidly building a pattern of dislike of school,
disobedience at home, antisocial behavior in the neighbor-
hood. His mother cried because of his misdeeds and said
she would have to put him in a reform school. At that
critical point a Sunday School teacher entered into the
picture. She gave the boy repeated experiences of having
good times in socially acceptable ways. She conveyed to
him her confidence in his ability to succeed in school and
to behave better at home. She made a few specific sugges-
tions about study habits and home routine. The fact that an
outsider was taking an interest in the boy and showing
confidence in him changed the parental attitude toward him.
Those factors plus other unrecognized influences brought
about a habit revision which culminated, three years later,
in apparently excellent adjustment. The mother expressed
her pleasure in his progress and the boy himself wrote in a
personal letter:
I am now a pupil in junior high school and am in class "RA1"
which means Rapid Advancement, and like it very much. I am
trying very hard so that my mother will be proud of me. Mother
says my writing has improved. Do you think so? I now have a job
delivering newspapers. I earn $2.50 a week and that is a good help
to mother. If I behave myself, mother says I can go to the Y.M.C.A,,
for swimming instruction this winter.
A far more serious problem was reported by Hohman: 4
An eight-year-old boy had been dismissed from a boarding
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